Liberty and  Freedom

The impulse being thus given, liberty to organise the
new body is a further necessity. Existing parties view
with disfavour the formation of new parties. No one
can be sure to what a new party may not grow. The
right to organise has therefore been a right that has had
to be fought for. Witness the great and bitter struggles
by which liberty of religious organisation was won. How
the Roman Church resisted the formation of Protestant
bodies, and how those in. different countries endeavoured
to stifle non-conforming bodies! Such resistances to the
formation of new crowds result from the normal crowd-
instinct of self-preservation, for only by a new crowd
can an existing crowd be rivalled, supplanted, or destroyed.
Hence the demand on the part of all who would form
crowds for liberty to do so if they can.

This liberty of theirs does not suffice them unless it
includes a power to control and dragoon the individual
member. We have all beheld the organised body of
Labour fight for and obtain this liberty, this right to en-
slave the individual workman by miscalled peaceful
persuasion! It is the open and avowed object of the
trades-unions to compel all workmen to come within their
body and to exercise over every individual member a
complete despotism, not in order to further his particular
interest but only that of the collective body. The facts
in this case are so obvious that it would be waste of space
to illustrate them by many examples; one will suffice.

It is obviously the interest of the better and more
intelligent workman to be paid more highly in proportion
to his superior skill and ability. The employer is pre-
vented from thus differentiating. It is to the interest of
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